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What a crazy way to get a meal! 
The young European cuckoo is 
so big, the foster parent has 

to stand on the baby's back to 
feed it! (Read more about 
cuckoos on page 30. M 
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RANGER RICK'S PLEDGE 


I give my pledge as a member of 
Ranger Rick's Nature Club 


To use my eyes to see the beauty 
of all outdoors. 


To train my mind to learn the 
importance of nature, 


To use my hands to help protect our 
soil, water, woods and wildlife. 


And, by my good example, to show 
others how to respect, properly use 
and enjoy our natural resources. 


Your Name 
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Dear 


Rangers: There sure are lots. 

of you out there who love to 

go fishing! And you catch AM 
lots offish,too,judgingby ..  . 
the hundreds of fish tales you 000 
sent us. Here are just a few. 
Wish we had more space to 
print all your letters. Happy 
fishing! ی‎ il 


Mica Mul 
Fir 3] 


Photos by Steven C. Wilson; Clyde H. Smith; David G. Wacker/Tom Stack & Assoc. 
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When I was camping | 
wanted to fish. But | didn't 
have any bait. ۸ ranger told 
me to use marshmallows. | 
caught a rainbow trout! And 


the next morning I ate it. 
Clint Behnke, Age 7 
Chicago. IL 


| live on Steamboat Lake 
in northern Minnesota. In the 
winter when the lake is frozen | 
Dad and Í cut a hole in the ice ۱ ۱ il d. 
with an ice auger. Sometimes br DUM jm 4$ ۱ if id 
| fish ina dark house through b ۱ زا‎ if ۱ ۱ fis S AT 
a hole in the ice. Sometimes » با‎ Se H Anl m ۳ m 

5 ۱ ۱ الا‎ ۱ ji! 
| sit out on the ice in the ۳ T 
fi 


open. | like to fish more than j NJI 
an ythi ng. Matthew Leek 5 lil 
Laporte, MN 
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played “possum” and was very 
still. Then it played “race 


car” and speeded off. 
Jeff Snell, Age 6 
Signal Mountain, TN 


| sometimes go fishing with 
Papaw in the Florida Ever- 
glades. | caught the first fish 
and the biggest fish, too! But 
my Papaw caught the scariest 
— he hooked an alligator, but 
his line broke! 


Matthew Aruher 
Lexington, KY 
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| am six years old and my 
family went to Disney World. 
| saw a big fish under the dock 
but I did not have any bait for 
my hook. I ran up to our room 
and found a bagel left over 
from breakfast. | put it on 
my hook and | pulled up a 


20-pound catfish! Joshua Angert 
Buffalo, NY 


Once I put a little fish 
back in the water. At first it 


dist ON Lynn M. stone DM 
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We caught an eight-pound 
catfish. You have to be careful 
because catfish have spines on 
their fins. And also when they 
are out of water they croak 


like a frog! Timothy Padden 
Lemmon, SD 


| caught a 48-inch, 20- 
pound king mackerel when | 
was fishing with my Gramps 
in Florida. King mackerel are 
usually about 8 pounds, so 


mine was really a big one! 
Mitchell Harris. Age 6 
Reston, VA 


One day my uncle and | 
netted a big fish in the Niagara 
River. We did not know what 
kind it was. We took it to the 
Buffalo Museum of Science. 
They told us it was a longnose 
gar. They usually live in the 
Mississippi River, not the 
Niagara. We gave the gar to 
the museum. They put him in 
a special tank so I can see him 


whenever | want. 
Eric Becker, Age 7 
Grand Island. NY 


| fish in Mexico. Well, I 
really don't fish. The moon is 
our bait. We catch grunion. 
Two or three nights after the 
full moon the grunion come 
up on the beach to lay eggs. 
We get up at midnight and as 
you run along the beach you 
see big patches of grunion 
that come in on every wave. 
When the waves go out I run 


up and grab them in my hands. 
Hannah Grove, Age 11 
Wurtsmith AFB, MI 





are filled with fish and crabs. 


We tied turkey necks to the 
center of circular nets. To our 
surprise we pulled up one net 
with two crabs and a 14-inch 


flounder. That night our dinner 
was extra good knowing we 
caught and cooked it ourselves. 
The leftover crabs were used 
for making seafood gumbo. 
(No waste.) 
Kris and Brett Rothaerme! 
‘Travis Haworth: Metairie, LA 
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| went fishing from a boat 
in the Santa Barbara Channel. 
The biggest fish on the boat 
was an eight-foot blue shark. 


My totals were four bass, three 


perch and two sheepshead. 
Sheepshead make excellent 
eating. My biggest one fed 


eight people! 
Holand Knapp. Age 13 
Santa Barbara, CA 


We live in New Orleans. 
Louisiana, where the bayous 
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I live on a farm. We go 
fishing in a pond for sunfish 
but all we catch are small 
ones. That's because there are 
too many crowded together. 
Mom said, "Why don't we just 
keep the little ones and plant 
them with corn like the Indians 
did? They'll be good fertilizer." 
When it's time to harvest the 
corn I'll let you know if there 


is any difference in the corn. 
Peter Raible, Flintstone, MD 
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Photos by George H. Harrison; Steven C. Wilson; Marly Kux 





When I caught four sunfish 
my dad said, "If you catch 
one more sunfish, Ill eat my 
hat." My dad had poor luck that 
day. I reeled in another sunfish. 
My dad never ate his hat but 
now when we go fishing he 


doesn't wear a hat! 
Matthew Schaefer 
Lake Elmo, MN 
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My father and | fish in 
Vermont every fall. Once my 
dad saw a fish and quickly 
cast the lure. I didn't know 
what happened but Dad was in 
a panic. He hadn't caught a 
seven-inch fish but a four- 
and-a-half-foot ME! When the 
doctor finally finished fixing 
my head he gave me the three- 
hook lure as a prize for being 


the biggest catch of the day! 
Kelly Tubman 
Golden Valley. MiN 


My daddy, mommy and | 
sail in the Bahamas and we 
troll by the reefs. We have 
caught big groupers, sailfish, 
sharks, barracudas, kingfish 
and blue runners. | like fish 
but I don't like to kill sailfish, 


so we letthem go. Eddie Shasek 
Hollywood, FL 


I tried as hard as | could 
to get the bass in the boat. 
After struggling awhile the 
fish fell back in the water. 
Boy, was | mad. Later | dis- 
covered the hook must have 
been too small because the 
bass straightened it right out! 


Ron Gautreau 


Walters Falls. Ontario, Canada 


It was getting late and my 
last shrimp was on my hook. 
| cast it out and | felt a small 
tug! I started to reel in and felt 
a great tug. | reeled it in. “It's a 
barracuda,” said my mom. It 
was a big one all right. The 
barracuda was the biggest fish 


| ever caught. Joan Arakawa 


Kaneohe, HI 
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. Dad, my brother and | 
fished in the Pacific Ocean. 
We pulled lines slowly 
through the water. Suddenly | 
heard one line sing out. 1 
began to reel! Up he came, 
dancing on his tail. | got him 
close enough to net. He was a 
whopping king salmon, 42 
inches long and weighed 25 
pounds! 


Craig Stoller, Age 10 
Frazier Park, CA 


Wow! That's bigger than 
Iam! 





children stopped paddling, their ears 
straining. Perhaps they could hear 
village noises. But the blanket of gray 
covered them completely and muffled 
all sound. They heard nothing. 

A large cake of ice loomed off the 
umiak's bow. The children knew it 
would be safe to walk on this ice floe, 
and they nudged their boat up to it. 
Leaping onto the ice, they tied the boat 
to a frozen peak. 

Nadeen sighed with relief. She felt 
safer now. Though umiaks could ride 
rough seas, all there was between sailors 
and the water was a thin piece of animal 
hide. Right now, to Nadeen, that was 
not enough. 

Together the lost ones explored their 
floating island. Out of the gloom 
appeared a large, dark, bulky shape. 
Then another, and yet another... . 

"It is the avik!” cried Naput. “Walrus! 
There must be a dozen!” 

The children were not afraid. They 
knew the great animals would not attack 
unless bothered. And bothering walruses 
was the last thing they had in mind. 

The walruses groaned and wheezed. 
They raised themselves up on wide, front 
flippers, watching the children closely. 


Please turn the page 


by Robert H. Redding 

"We should not have done this!" cried 
Nadeen. 

She and her brother, Naput, were in 
the umiak, the family’s sealskin boat. 
They were surrounded by a thick fog and 
had no idea where shore lav. 

The Eskimo children were frightened. 
Grown sailors had become lost forever in 
such fogs. Neither Nadeen nor Naput 
was really old enough to know the 
weather and the sea or even how to 
handle the umiak. 

"It was a nice day when we started," 
said Naput. It had been his idea to go out 
in the boat. 

"Our father," worried Nadeen, angry 
` with herself, "told us never to go out on 
the ocean alone. And now... She 
shook her fist at what little they could see 
of the Arctic Ocean. "Here we are! If 
this fog stays a long time. we will never 
get home!” 

"Paddle," directed her brother. "Keep 
paddling and well come to shore." 

Naput spoke bravely, but he was 
saying to himself. Where, oh where is 
land? In the fog it is easy to get turned 
around. 


The paddles glistened dully in the mist. 


Shore did not appear. After a while the 


“Ugh,” muttered Nadeen. “Old finfoot ways. The tusks, they knew. were used 


isn't very pretty!” in fighting and in helping to climb onto 
Naput agreed. The walruses, huge ice floes. And many people believed — 
brown mammals, had wrinkled. though no one had seen them doing 
leathery-looking, tough hides. Here and it — that the walruses used their tusks 
there were a few bristly hairs. The to dig clams from the bottom of the ocean. 
animals' faces were whiskered and flat, Clams and other shellfish were the 
their eves dark and unblinking. Long walruses' favorite food. 
ivory tusks hung down from their upper Nilliguk called the big. clumsy animals 
jaws. Their tusks gleamed in the fog's "giants of the ice floe." 
half-light. Now the walruses moved restlessly. They 
The children had heard much from were used to being alone at sea on the ice. 
their father, Nilliguk. about the walruses' They had few enemies except maybe the 
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animals moved in the water. Now she 
watched the cow swim off and roll onto 
her back, holding the baby to her chest. 
The pup was too young to swim very far 
by itself. The mother glided away into the 
fog. her pup in tow. 

Nadeen murmured, "I wish somebody 
would come along and give us a tow" 

"Im sorry." said Naput. "It is my fault 
you are here." 


“Oh, I don't blame you." Nadeen quickly 


said. "After all. I didn't have to come 
along." 


Please turn rhe page 
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killer whales or polar bears. The walruses 
hardly ever saw their most dangerous 
enemy — people. 

Now the animals were very watchful 一 


curious and unafraid but on guard. A cow 


and her furry pup slid into the water. 
Nilliguk had told his children that most 
cow walruses weighed over 1200 pounds 
(540 kg) and the bulls weighed over 2000 
pounds (900 kg). 

Nadeen thought it must be hard for an 
animal to be graceful when weighing so 
much. But she knew how smoothly the 
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scenes. Many Eskimos were artists as well 
as hunters. 

Naput shivered. Would they ever be 
found? He stopped pretending to be brave 
and huddled close to Nadeen. Together 
they listened to the silence. 

Then a miracle happened. It was a mir- 
acle common to the Arctic — the fog 
disappeared. As quickly as it had come, it 
was gone. The sun was shining again, the 
day was beautiful. There was just one 
problem — the village was nowhere in 
sight. 

“Where is it?” wailed Naput. 

Then, close on his words, came the 
sound of an outboard motor. Seconds 
later another umiak appeared. It weaved 
at high speed through a maze of ice cakes 
like the one the children were on. 

“It's Father!” cried Nadeen. “Only he can 
steer like that.” 

Both Nadeen and her brother shouted 
and waved. Then as Nilliguk drew closer, 
Naput fell silent. His face looked so wor- 
ried that Nadeen asked, teasing, "What's 
the matter? Have you swallowed a fish- 
hook?" 

"No." sighed Naput, "but I am thinking 
of how we have worried our parents. And 
probably the whole village! 

Nadeen screwed her eyes shut. "I know," 
she agreed, "but I don't want to think 
about it." 

"Neither," said Naput gloomily, "do I." 

The End 
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The pod (herd) of walruses lumbered to 
the edge of the ice. One by one they 
dropped into the water. One old fellow was 
at least 12 feet (3.6 m) long. as close as 
Naput could guess. This walrus was not 
at all graceful. He made such a big splash 
that waves swept up onto the ice floe. And 
then again silence dropped like a curtain 
around the children. 

"If Father had been here we would have 
taken a walrus home,” said Nadeen, for 
something to say. The quiet was making 
her jumpy. It was spooky. 

“Maybe.” said Naput. He was thinking 
of how careful the Eskimos of their village 
were when hunting the walruses. 

Nilliguk had explained to the children 
that walruses once were hunted too much. 
Then they were given strict protection by 
law and only Alaskan Natives could hunt 
them. Their numbers slowly increased, 
and now there were as many as ever. 

Not everyone obeyed the law. But 
Nilliguk snorted at people like that. 

Naput knew that in their village nothing 
of a killed walrus would be wasted. The 
hide would make a kayak (a boat smaller 
than an umiak). All the meat would be 
eaten. And the walrus tusks would be 
. carved into beautiful animal shapes or 


Drawings by Ted Lewin 
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Drawing by Cyndy Szekeres 


I just moved to the United States from 
Wales. I’m confused. My friend calls the 
turkey vultures around here “buzzards.” 
] thought a buzzard was a big brown bird 


like a hawk. Who's right? Gwen Jones, Age 12 


Cincinnati, OH 


You are. In Great Britain the name for 
big. broad-winged soaring hawks is buzzard. 
There are no vultures in Great Britain. When 
British colonists came to America, they some- 
times used the name ‘buzzard’ for the big 
soaring vultures they saw. Some people 
still use this word for turkey vultures. But 





Dear Wise Old Owl: 
What do all the Latin names like Canis 


and Felis mean? Margaret Miles; St. Paul, MN 


Scientists all over the world call each 
plant and animal by an official name. 

These names are Latin, the language of 
ancient Rome. 

Each Latin name is made up of two words. 
The first word is capitalized and stands for 
the animal's genus. or group. It's like your 
last name. The second name starts with a 
small letter and stands for the species. ۵ 
species name is like your first name. For 
example, Canis is the Latin word for dog, 
and Canis familiaris is the name of the 
domestic dog, your pet. The wolf is also in 
the dog family. Its Latin name is Canis lupus. 

Depending on where you live, you may 
call the big North American cat a mountain 
lion. puma, cougar, catamount, painter, 
or panther. But every scientist knows what 
you mean if you say Felis concolor. 


I lost a spelling bee because | thought 
dandelion was spelled dandy-lion. How 


come it's spelled with an e? Alan Capella 


Milford. DE 


Long ago, French people thought that the 
jagged leaves of the dandelion looked like a 
lion's teeth. So they called the pretty yellow 
wildflowers dent-de-lion, tooth-of-the-lion. 
When the English used that name. it became 
dandelion. Even so. I still think a patch of the 
flowers looks like a pride of dandy lions. 
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How come we call our eagle a bald eagle? 
Craig Vredevoogd: Grand Rapids. MI 


f you look in a dictionary, you ll see 
that one of the meanings of bald is “to have 
white on the head.” As you know, adult 
bald eagles have handsome heads of 
snowy-white feathers. That's how they got 
their name. Of course, they aren't really 
bareheaded. 

Bald eagles may not be bareheaded, but 
| do know one very vain turkey vulture that 
insists on eating dinner in a wig! 


What is the difference between a bison and 


a buffalo? Denise Clelland 
Santo Domingo. Dominican Republic 


Buffalo is the name for several kinds of 
wild oxen that live in Asia and Africa. They 
are large, bad-tempered animals with huge 
curved horns. Two of them are the African 
Cape buffalo and the Indian water buffalo. 

The shaggy, hump-shouldered, bigheaded 
animals that once roamed the American 
Great Plains are bison. Like buffaloes. 
American bison are members of the cow 
family. but they are most closely related to 
the European bison. (See Ranger Rick. 
October 1978, page 12.) 

Even though bison is the correct word for 
the American animal, many people call 
these animals buffaloes. They probably 
always will. After all. can, you imagine trying 
to sing: “Oh give me a home where the 
American bison roam... ? 

And | doubt anyone will ever talk about 
the blizzards in the city of Bison, New York. 





Answers to How Much Do You Know About Snakes? 
on page 38: 1-C; 2-H; 3-E; 4-B; 5-6; 6-A; 7-F; 
8-[; 9-D. 

Answers to How Much Do You Know About Ants? 
on page 39: 1-B: 2-C (and more are being discovered 
every year); 3-A and B; 4-8: 5-C: 6-All are correct, 
depending on the kind of ant; 7-B: 8-B; 9-C: 10=A. 
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the word buzzard would better describe the 
red-tailed hawk and its relatives. 


Why are passenger pigeons called pas- 
senger pigeons? Where did the name come 
from? I know that passenger pigeons are 
extinct. Laurie Frenet; McKinleyville. CA 


An old-fashioned meaning for the word 
passenger is a traveler. Two hundred years 
ago. passenger pigeons lived in enormous 
flocks that migrated across the country. 

As these birds traveled through an area, they 
were called passenger pigeons. 


Protos by Waller Chantloha == 


FALL 


The leaves fall, 

the wind blows, 

the clouds roll 

and the trees call, 
Fall is here. 


The wolf howls, 
the bear growls, 
the fox shrieks 
and the trees call, 

Fall is here, 
fall is here, 
fall is here. 


State College, PA 


| SEASONS 


SPRING 


Ingredients: 

1 feainer from a bird 

1 tablespoon of rain 

3 blades of grass 

1 butterfly 

3 buds 

3 flowers 

5 bubbles of fresh air 
Directions: Mix rain, 
buds and flowers. Then 
put the rest of the 
ingredients in. Put in 
fresh warm sunshine for 


three days and you will 


have a spring day. 
۱ — Laura Lynne Williams 
Rochester, NY 


SUMMER 


| like summer's green trees, 
| like summer's warm breeze. 


| like summer's butterflies, 
| like summer's clear blue skies. 
— Michelle Erwin, Age 8 

Cave City AR 


WINTER 


Icy Trees, 

ley branches 
Crunch}! ۱ 
Sounds like popcorn 
popping when 

my feet break 
through the icy snow. 
Snowy bushes, 
snowy, icy trees. 
Magical ice makes 
A beautiful world. 


“Robby Chmiel 
Maplewood, NJ 
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Almost all crickets die. 

But first each female lays as 
many as 300 tiny, banana- 
shaped eggs in the ground. 
During the winter the ground 
will freeze, thaw, then freeze 
again. But this cooling and 
warming helps the eggs of the 
northern crickets to hatch. 

Grasshoppers also die. 

In late summer and fall the 
female grasshopper lays eggs. 
With her ovipositor, the organ 
for laying eggs, she digs a hole 
in the soil. There she lays 
anywhere from two to 120 
eggs. With a special juice she 
waterproofs the eggs. Then 
she leaves them to hatch in 
the spring. 

After mating, a female 
praving mantis often eats the 
male. Then she makes a foamy 
egg case on a branch or stem. 
The female dies in the fall. 
But the egg case hardens and 
protects the eggs through the 
winter until the young hatch. 


Please turn the page 
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17 years. Others come out in 


two to five years(photo above). 


Some butterflies hiber- 
nate; others die after laying 
their egas, and still others 
migrate south for the winter. 
The monarchs migrate. When 
fall comes, these beautiful 
black-and-orange butterflies 
gather in huge flocks for the 
long flight south. In the spring 
they start north again. 

Mosquito eggs wait out 
the winter. Some female adults 
winter in logs or caves, or even 
in houses. 


Photos by Jell ۳۵۵۱۱ Edwari 
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by Beverly Le 

In the summer, insects are 
everywhere. Flies and ants 
come to all your picnics. 
Mosquitoes hum around your 
ears. Cicadas make a noisy 
buzzing music. 

Then cold weather comes, 
and the insects are gone. 
Where are they? Where do 
they go? 

When winter comes, the 
flies die. But they leave 
their offspring — larvae, 
pupae and bunches of long. 
white eggs. These wait all 
winter in piles of decaying 
plants and manure. In the 
spring new batches of adult 
flies appear. 
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Ants do not die. [hey 
hibernate in their underground 
tunnels. In the spring they 
are as busy as ever. 

Before female cicadas die 
they bore holes in the twigs of 
trees and lay their eggs. In 
about six weeks the babies 
drop to the ground, dig in and 
attach themselves to the 
tree's roots. Some species of 
cicada babies, or nymphs, 
stay in the ground as long as 
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In autumn most wasps and 
bumblebees die. Only the 
young queen wasps and bees 
stay alive. They sleep, often 
wadergreund, until spring. 

Honeybees stay alive and 
awake ali winter, When the 
temperature falls to about 
56*۳ (13“C) the bees gather 
together. They form a thick 
ball in their hive and feed on 
their stored honey. They keep 
moving slowly aboutin their 
ball. Those in the warm center 
move outward. The bees in 
the colder outer sections 
move inward. Changing 
places this way helps to keep 
all of Gema warm. NR. i 

Ladybugs (or ladybird ^ "A 


١ beetles) inl — in old Nn 


haystacks, in forest logs and 
leaves, among rocks or under 
loose sidings of buildings. 
Sometimes, on warm days, 
ladybugs wake up, make a 
quick flight and go back to a 
warm spot to nap some more. 
Many, many other insects 
get ready for the cold in their 
own special ways. If they can't 
spend the winter “indoors, 
they at least make sure their 
kind will survive. The End 
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Photos by Edward 
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he marsh where the muskrats lived and joined Onda in their now sale nest. 
+ + Fa 2 1+ Pa d Ta Tes ۳ A عم‎ 3 7 d | كتج‎ E =f 1 1 Fy 1 ilr Tz "aa نآ‎ D | 
Was ding this vear. It was still Jan- Atra had started building the nest 
uary, al warm, rainy weather began to early the previous fall. She nibbled off 

Li 1 eh sm E = in Cn” a At +h } کا ا‎ Al AS ]و نی‎ cv? rti = ilor ctallre 
meit the snow and ice. some oi the hundreds of cattail and other plant stalks 
muskrats winter huts were in danger ol with her sharp front teeth. She carried 


being flooded. There was work to be done! the stalks to a mud bar in the middle ol 


One house had a large hole on top. the marsh. Here she piled them up. 


Looking out was Onda, a male muskrat. cementing them w ith paws full of mud. 


He was watching Atra, a female, swim The muskrat then dived beneath the pile 


quickly about, back and torth, back and and dug a burrow up into the center. 





forth. She piled up cattail stalks, raising Just above the waterline she hollowed 
the top of the hut higher above the out the “living room.” Please turn the pag 
rapidly rising water. In half a day Atra 
finished. The hut was sitting high 
and dry and the hole was sealed. She 
dived through her underwater burrow 
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When cold weather came, Atra piled still MORE ABOUT MUSKRATS 


more cattails on the top and sides. It was 


۱ 1 E ۱ - Muskrats that live in marshes often build huts. 
now a cozy house with walls one toot 


But many muskrats dig burrows in the banks of 


(30 cm) thick. When cold winds blew or weedy streams, ditches. ponds and lakes. 
enemies came near, Atra could swim 
through the underwater entrance into Muskrats get their name from their musky 


odor and from looking like big rats, their rodent 
relatives. Indians called them musquash. Ondatra 
zibethicus is their scientilic name. 


the nest. 

Onda joined Atra in her nest during the 
coldest part of the winter. Better to sleep 
with another warm muskrat than to 
sleep alone! 

The two muskrats had been warm, dry 
and safe until the flood came. Now, with 
the emergency repairs finished. the 
muskrats snuggled together and rested 
once again. Now they wouldnt have to 
swim in and out of the underwater open- 
ing for a few days. It wouldn't freeze shut 
during this warm weather. 

Every so often Atra and Onda dived 
through the burrow into the cold, dark 
water. They swam to the bottom, dug up 
roots and carried them to a platform they 
had built in the marsh. Here they sat and 
ate, holding the food in their small front 
paws. They dropped their garbage onto 
the platform, making it rise higher and 
higher above the water. One day Atra 

swam out of the nest and munched on 

a fish that had been frozen in the ice. 

She took a piece back to the nest to store, 
| but Onda ate il. 
۱ The two muskrats waited for spring. 
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When it came they would swim about the 
shallow marsh, looking for new cattail 
sprouts that they liked so much to eat. 
Later Atra would make a simple flat nest 
among some live cattails. Here she would 
have from three to a dozen babies, maybe 
four times through the summer. When 
winter came again, there would be plenty 
of muskrats in the marsh to face the ice 
and snow — and the floods! The End 
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Muskrats are built for swimming, Their tails are many as all other trapped animals put together. 
flat on the sides and act as a rudder lor steering But don't worry — muskrats are very plentiful in 


Their hind [eet are partly webbed and have stiff most areas and have lots « f babies! 
hairs on the sides of the toes. 
Muskrats live in most of North America.. 

No matter how cold the water, muskrats dont wherever they can find the right kind of watery 
seem to feel it through their thick. warm, water- area. They have been exported to Europe and 
proof fur. The fur makes warm coats lor people. Asia, where they're doing just fine. In the Nether- 
In the United States about six million muskrats lands they make pests of themselves by burrowing 
are trapped for their fur each year. That's about : holes in the dikes that keep out the sea. 
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But the antrodemus had 
been stunned by a hard 
blow from the tail of the 
brontosaurus. 

The brontosaurus was a 
plant eater. It had small, 
weak jaws and teeth, so its 
only weapon was its power- 
ful tail. It used its tail as a 
club. This time it had hit 
its attacker hard enough to 
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on its back and neck. It had 
been attacked by another 
dinosaur, an antrodemus 
(an-troe-DEEM-us). (See 
pages 24 and 25.) 

The antrodemus was 
smaller than the bronto- 
saurus. But its powerful 
jaws and sharp teeth had 
deeply slashed and torn the 
flesh of the brontosaurus. 
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The huge brontosaurus 
(bron-toe-SAWR-us) dino- 
saur was trving to get 
far away from its enemy. 
Wounded, it lumbered and 
staggered, getting weaker 
and weaker. It had never 
been able to move very fast, 
but now its strength was 
draining away. Blood flowed 
from many terrible gashes 
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A few days later heavy 
rains started to fall on the 
high ground to the west. 
Soon the river began to rise 
as the flood waters poured 
into it. The fast-flowing 
waters covered the dino- 
saurs body. Before long the 
dead animal began to drift, 
very slowly at first. Then the 
river currents became very 
strong and washed the 
huge animal downstream. 

The great force of the 
flood moved the dinosaur 
many miles. Finally the 
body came to a bend of the 
river, where the water 
spread out and lost some of 
its force. The body came to 
rest in shallow waters and 
slowly settled into the soft 
river bottom. 

As time passed, the river 
washed sand and mud over 
the brontosaurus, burying 
it completely. Other dino- 
saurs died, and fell over 
in the shallows. Here their 
flesh slowly rotted away. 
Some had died in the river, 
some had been caught by 
the flood and drowned. 
Others had been dead long 
before the floods came, and 
only their bones and teeth 
washed downstream. Some 


were plant eaters, some 
were flesh eaters. They all 
drifted into the same shal- 
lows. The bend in the river 
could truly be called the 
graveyard of the giants. 


Please turn rhe page 
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Photos by Grant Hellmantatso 2 
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strength was gone, and it 
died. 

The river was quite deep 
and swilt but not deep or 
swift enough to cover or 


stun it and escape. But the 
giant was badly hurt and 
dying. 

Its 30-ton body finally col- 
lapsed into the channel of a 


wash away the huge body 
of the dinosaur. It stayed 
where it had fallen. The 
water swirled and splashed 
around it as though it were 
a small island. 


river. The animal struggled 
to get to its feet again, and 
its thrashing churned the 
river into foam. Soon, 
though, the great churning 
stopped. The dinosaurs 
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and Colorado. The dinosaur 
bones are in Utah. 

A visitor center has been 
built over and around the 
cliff that holds the fossils. 
The rock around the bones 
is being stripped away. You 
can see the bones of many 
dinosaurs just as they 
looked long ago when the 
river swept them into this 
graveyard of the giants. 

The End 


Rangers: For more information 
about Dinosaur National Monu- 
ment, write to P.O. Box 210, 
Dinosaur, CO 81610. 


ir dram. Grant Heimari 


Over the years the re- 
mains of the giants were 
buried deeper and deeper. 
Minerals slowly changed the 
bones to fossils. Thousands 
and thousands of years 
passed. The mud and sand 
around the fossilized bones 
also turned to stone. And 
the whole rocky layer was 
buried thousands of feet 
below the earth's surface. 

More time passed and 
great changes took place 
in the crust of the earth. 
Slowly the graveyard was 
pushed upward as the 
Rocky Mountains were 
formed. Over many more 
thousands of years, wind 
and water cut away the cov- 
ering layers of rock. The 
layer of sandstone holding 
the dinosaur graveyard was 
laid open. 

On August 17, 1909, à 
scientist discovered the tail- 
bones of a brontosaurus. 
As he and other scientists 
studied the area, they saw 
that the sandstone ledge 
was full of dinosaur bones. 
Scientists now think that 
this is the resting place of 
the largest number of dino- 
saur bones in the world. 

In 1915 Dinosaur Na- 
tional Monument was set 
up to protect and preserve 
the area. Today the site is 
only part of the monument 
grounds of 211.000 acres 
(84,400 hectares) in Utah 
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cuckoos do not build their own 
nests. Instead they lay their 
eggs in other birds’ nests, then 
fly away forever. 

Different European cuckoos 
lay different color egas. Some 
lay pale blue or orange eggs. 
others lay speckled eggs. It's 
amazing that most cuckoos 
choose nests of birds whose 
eggs match their own! 

And believe it or not, a 





Cuckoos , 


by Lee Stowell Cullen 

Indeed they are not cuckoo! 
Many of these birds have some 
amazing habits. Their habits 
easily fool other birds and 
make humans wonder how 
the cuckoos do it. 

Some people might call the 
European cuckoos lazy. Others 
might say they are bad because 
they are parasites. (Parasite 
means an animal that lives at 
the expense of others.) These 
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The large egg is d cuckoo 
egg. A young cuckoo begs 
a meal from its tiny foster 
mother, a reed warbler. 


female cuckoo will remove | 
another ووه‎ from the nest | 
where she wants to lay her ۱ 
own. She carries the other | 
bird's egg away and drops it, | 
or even swallows it! | 

It is also true that a newly 
hatched cuckoo pushes the 
remaining eggs or young out 
of the nest. Then the cuckoo 
chick's new mother and father 
will feed only it. 

Strange, isn't it, that the new 
parents usually do not seem 
to notice that the egg or baby 
is not their own? They raise 
the baby until it is old enough 
to fly. And by then the cuckoo 
is often bigger than they are! 
(See also photo on page 2.) 

American cuckoos, at least, 
have better manners. They 
build their own rather sloppy 
nests in which they lay their 
eggs. And they raise their | 
own young. 

It does seem lazy of the 
European cuckoos not to 
bother to build nests 
or raise their young. And it 
does seem mean of them to 
send other young birds or 
eggs tumbling out of their 
rightful homes. But for these 
cuckoos it's the best way to 
survive. And you have to 
admit they behave in unusual 
and cuckoo ways! ۵ 
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Mystery solved! One dig 
shows off her “fossil.” 


“It was really exciting, just 
like digging a real fossil," 
said Kara, one of the EXPO 
Rangers. "The best part 
was cleaning the covering 
from the mystery fossil to 


| discover what | had actually 


found." 

Although the EXPO 
Rangers didn't find real fos- 
sils on their dig, they still say 
they really "dig" dinosaurs! 


Teachers and Nature Club Leaders 
You can find out more about how to 
organize a Dinosaur Dig when you 
receive the January issue of Hanger 
Rick's Activity Guide. If you arent 
receiving the Guide (formerly called 
Ranger Rick's Teacher's Guide) write 
Ranger Rick's Activity Guide, 1412 
16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036 


have looked like before 
they became fossils." 

Just before Dinosaur Dig 
Day the students talked to 
a scientist. He told them 
about the tools he uses to 
find and dig fossils. 

The day of the dig the 
Hangers packed their 
lunches and tools and 
hiked to the Indian Creek 
Nature Center. There they 
formed small groups and 
explored the land around 
them. They were looking for 
places where dinosaur 
remains might be found — 
rock outcroppings ana 
stream beds. 

"At first we were a bit 
doubtful that we could find 
anything," admitted a fossil 
hunter. But soon we de- 
cided on some nice rocks 
where there might be lots 
of fossils." 

And then came the sur- 
prise. The class did find 
some fossils, but not real 


ancient horse skulls, saber- 


| toothed cat skulls, prehistoric 


undersea animals and other 
treasures which looked like 
real fossils. The ۷ 
fossils" had been hidden 


there by the EXPO teachers 


and by nature center 
naturalists. 

With toothbrushes, 
sponges and wooden picks 
the Rangers solved their 
mysteries. 


| ones. They dug up models of 





DINOSAUR DIG 


"It really made you feel like 
telling everybody everything 
about fossils," Roger said. 

That's what Roger and other 
Rangers from the EXPO 
program at Squaw Creek 
Elementary School in Cedar 
Rapids, lowa, are saying. 

What had excited this 
Classroom Nature Club? A 
“mystery dinosaur dig" near 
their school — just like a 
real fossil hunt! 

The Rangers prepared for 
the dig by studying all kinds 
of prehistoric life, including 
dinosaurs. 

"First we started thinking 
about animals that had lived 
many millions of years ago." 
said Brenda. “But none of us 
could really imagine how 
long even one million years is. 
So we tried to find out by 
pretending we had one 
million dollars to spend. We 
pretended to buy boats, 
cars, swimming pools, man- 
sions, tennis courts — you 
name it. And still there was 
lots of money left. One mil- 
lion goes on and on and on. 
Several million years go on 
longer than we could ever 
imagine.” 

“Then we learned more 
about fossils,” reported 
David. “Several Rangers 
brought fossils to class 
from their own collections. 
We looked at slides and saw 
what many animals must 
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by Donna Miller 

Many American children wear masks at 
Halloween, but some people in Africa use 
them for tribal dances. Their masks 
represent animals or gods or sometimes 
ghosts of the dead. 

Some Africans believe that a “spirit” 
lives within each mask. It may be the spirit 
of a natural power, such as the sun or 
moon. Or it may be an evil spirit. The 
masks are carved from wood and often 
painted with mud. Beads, feathers and rope 
are added for decoration. 

Try making your own African masks from 
plastic bottles and papier-máché. For free 
instructions on how to make the masks on 
these pages send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Dept. 20, National Wildlife 
Federation, 1412 16th Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20036. The End 
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SNIPS & SNAILS & WALNUT WHALES by Phyl- 
lis Fiarotta. Over 100 delightful nature crafts for 
children are explained and illustrated in this fascinat- 
ing book for children, from bird feeders and mobiles, 
to walnut animals, apple-head puppets, and much 
more, 286 pages, 9” x 8”, all ages. 

64193-2GA Non-members. ..........................$4.95 

64193G4A MEMBERS’ PRICE ........... -$3.95 


SQUIRRELS by Brian Wildsmith. A noted children's 
book artist takes a delightful look at these fascinating 
little animals. Full-color illustrations show squirrels 
hiding nuts for winter, leaping from tree to tree, 
frolicking high in the treetops, raising their young 
and much more. 32 pages, 834" x 1114”. all ages. 
686262GA Non members ........................ ..55.95 
68626GA MEMBERS’ PRICE . $4.75 


DRAW 50 ANIMALS by Lee J. Ames. Step-by-step 
instructions show you how to draw ferocious lions, 
huge elephants, beautiful birds and many other ani- 
mals. It's the perfect introduction to a fascinating 
pastime! 62 pages, 9" x 1212”, all ages. 
64219-2GA Non-members ............... — POLED 
64219GA MEMBERS’ PRICE ...........--- $4.75 


A CHILD’S BOOK OF BIRDS by Kathleen Daiy. 
Here's a small child's guide to some of the birds to 
be seen in a garden or yard, in country fields, and 
wooded hillsides. Red cardinals, wild geese, sparrows, 
eagles, hawks, hummingbirds and many more are 
pictured and explained. 44 pages, 512” x 812", 


ages 3-7. 
67270-2GA Non-members ........ $4.95 
67270GA MEMBERS’ PRICE . MN 95 
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GIANT ANIMALS by Howard E. Smith. Imagine a 
worm twenty-two feet long? Or a clam as big as a 
suitcase? They really do exist, and this lively, illus- 
trated book tells all about them, and many other 
huge creatures that inhabit the world. 59 pages, 914” 
X 734", ages 6-10. 

67252-2GA Non-members .............--. am -54.95 

67252GA MEMBERS’ PRICE .............. $3.95 


DRAW 50 DINOSAURS AND OTHER PREHIS- 
TORIC ANIMALS by Lee J. Ames. Easy step-by- 
step instructions show how to draw the fierce Tyran- 
nosaurus, huge Brachiosaurus and 48 more dinosaurs 
that wandered the earth in ages long past in this 
wonderful book of playtime fun. 62 pages, 9" x 
1214”, all ages. 

67207-2GA Non-members zs $5.95 

67207GA MEMBERS’ PRICE ... 84.75 


DISCOVER THE TREES by Jerry Cowle. Do you 
know what tree can help your toothache? Or which 
one has knees? Entertaining text and charming illus- 
trations tell you the answers to these and many other 
questions about the fascinating world of trees. 96 
pages. 634" x 812”, ages 8-12. 

63907-2GA Non- ۲۳۳/۱۲۳۵ sooo cscs 4:52:93 

63907GA MEMBERS’ PRICE ........... $4.75 


THE FIR TREE by Hans Christian Andersen. This 
beautifully illustrated edition of a classic Christmas 
tale by one of the world’s best-loved storytellers will 
be read and enjoyed over and over again by the en- 
tire family. 36 pages, 534” x 814”, all ages. 
63916-2GA Non-members ل ل‎ ss $7.95 
63916GA MEMBERS’ PRICE ..............$6.35 


Canadian Residents — When ordering please indicate book title and number. Add 85¢ postage. Duty is payable 
upon delivery. Send your order to National Wildlife Federation, 1412 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 
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Here Comes the Desert Patrol! There are bigger. This will keep the loggers far away 
rustlers in the desert. They steal giant cactuses from the threatened part of the park. The 
| and sell them. Careless motorcyclists and great old trees should now be safe! 
dune buggy riders are there too. Some run over Last Chance for the Condors? The huge 
desert plants and animals and wreck or steal California condors have lived on earth a long 
rare Indian remains. But now they d better time — since the davs of saber-toothed tigers 
watch out! ۱ and mastodons. But they may not be here 
Like marshals in the old West, desert peace much longer. The 40 birds left in the wild 
165 have strapped guns to their hips. produced no chicks in 1978. Something 
They ve hopped into jeeps and are out on must be done to save this very endangered 
patrol. Working for the U.S. Government. the species. But what? 1 
Poe — to guard our beautiful land and ۱ Well, scientists have an idea which just 
wildlife. We're getting tough with desert outlaws! might work. Why not capture a few of the 
Saving the Big Trees. For many years adults and try to breed them in captivity? The 
Redwood National Park had been in trouble. problem is that it won't be easy. The trapping 
Lumber companies were clearcutting — strip- could kill the birds, and there's no sure way of 
ping trees from the land — right next to part setting the right sexes. Also, since condors are 
۱ of the park. When it rained, soil ran off the among the world’s shyest animals, the cap- 
treeless land and into the park. It was filling tured birds may not pair up and mate. But 
beautiful Redwood Creek and making it over- many people think it’s worth a try. 
| flow its banks. The flood water was damaging If all goes well, the condor breeders will be 
the roots of the biggest and oldest trees in able to return young birds to the wild in about 
the park. 10 years. (Condors lay only one egg every two 
But now there's good news. The U.S. Con- years, and the young grow very slowly.) I'll let 
gress has voted to make the park much you know what happens. 
۱ Drawing Oy Marylin Hainer 37 


up, flattens its neck and 
hisses. Or it just plays dead. 
Its favorite meal is a toad. 


6. This small, poisonous 
snake has bright red, yellow 
and black rings around its 
body. It has many harmless 
look-alikes. 


7. This snake lives in Asia. 
When bothered, it raises the 
front end of its body up- 
right, spreads its "hood" 

and hisses. It's the largest 
poisonous snake in the 
world — up to 18 feet (5.4 m) 
long. 


8. These are the most com- 
mon snakes found in North 
America. They are non- 
poisonous and dont seem 
to mind humans. 


9. These snakes are fast- 
moving tree climbers. They 
are not poisonous. But they 
often bite when caught and 
may give off an unpleasant 
odor. They eat rats, mice 
and birds. Answers on page 15. 
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1. These poisonous snakes 
are found only in the west- 
ern hemisphere. They have 
rattles at the ends of their 
tails and eat mostly small 
mammals and birds. 


2. One of these snakes was 
the largest known snake in 
the world. It was 37'2 feet 
(11.2 m) long and weighed 
almost 1000 Ibs (450 kg). 


3. This snake eats rattle- 
snakes and is not affected 
by their poison. It is friendly 
to people and is welcomed 
by farmers for keeping 
barns free of mice and rats. 


4. Another name for this 
snake is cottonmouth, 
named for the white lining 
of its mouth. It is found in 
or near water in the south- 
east United States. 


5. To fool enemies. this 
harmless snake pufis itself 
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by Susan Vermillion 
Match each snake 
with the correct 
description. 


ot» 


Coral snake 
Water moccasin 
. Rattlesnake 
Rat snake 

King snake 
King cobra 

. Hognose snake 
. Anaconda 

I. - Garter snake 
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Drawings. by John Ruehnergartio 


building nests and gather- 
ing food: B. she is the 
mother of the other ants 

8. Ants can be from 1/25 
of an inch (1 mm) to 

long. 

A. one inch (2.5 cm); B. two 
inches (5 cm); C. three 
inches (7.5 cm) 


9. Ants are related 
103 

A. spiders: B. beetles; 
C. bees and wasps 


10. Colonies of ants are 
found -=— === 

A. in almost all parts ol the 
earth; B. mainly in warm 
climates: C. mainly in cold 


climates Ansivers on page 15. 
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of the abdomen: C. the 
mouth 

5. Prehistoric ants lived 
almost 

A. one thousand years ago: 
B. one million years ago: 
C. 100 million years ago 
6. Ant colonies build their 
homes — 

A. in wood: B. in leaves 
which they weave together: 
C. in underground tunnels: 
D. in mudballs on trees: 
E. nowhere — they just 
wander 


7. A queen ani is The most 
important ant in a colony 
because T 


A. she does all the work of 








by Susan Vermillion 

Pick out the correct 
answer. But watch out! 
Some questions have more 
than one correct answer. 


- 1. Ants have - — legs. 
A. 4: B. 6: C. 8 
2. There are 
ants. 
A. 6; B. 600: C. 6000 
3. Ants use their feelers 
I ا‎ 
A. communicate with other 
ants: B. taste and feel 


kinds of 





4. Ants breathe air 
through 

A. small holes in the head; 
B. special holes in the side 








The dewlap didn't bother Colleen one 
bit. She came closer. The anole raised 
himself on his five-toed feet and did 
"pushups." He changed from brown to 
green, not to match his surroundings, but 
because he was nervous. Like the true 
chameleons of Africa, the anole's skin 
changes color by reacting to light, 
temperature and, as now, to his feelings. 


The anole looked as if he were ready 
toattack. Colleen attacked instead. The 
little lizard gave up his bluff and started 
to run. But Colleen was too quick. She 
made a grab with her teeth. Snap! She 
had something. The lizard kept running. 
but without a tail! 

Colleen may have been playing. But 
to this litle creature the game was a 
matter of life and death. In breaking off 
his tail, he used a trick many lizards use 
when the going gets tough. The ene- 
my feels a squirming tail in its mouth and 
is satisfied, while its prey runs for cover. 
Most lizards grow another tail, but it is 
seldom as well formed as the first one. 


The anole was soon back on his fence 
lookout. He now had only a promise of a 
tail. But he had his life! The End 
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by Dorothy Callahan 

The dead leaves on the palm tree 
rattled overhead. Colleen, the Irish set- 
ter, looked up. Something brown, thin 
and scaly was scooting down the tree 
head first. 


Since moving to Florida, Colleen had 
surely seen some strange creatures, but 
this one was the most! Even the cats she 
had chased when she lived up north 
could never come down a tree like that! 


twasa lizard called a Carolina anole 
(uh-NO-lee), one of only three kinds of 
anoles that live in the United States. The 
anole leaped from the tree to a fence. 
Sticky toe pads helped it hold tight. 5o 
sure-footed are anoles that they can run 
up a smooth wall and across a ceiling, 
looking for insects to eat. In some coun- 
tries they are welcome house guests. 
Their appetites keep indoor "bugs" 
under control. 


Suddenly the anole stopped. It saw 
Colleen. A ridge of skin rose up along its 
back, making it look larger. Beneath its 
chin a colorful fan of skin moved in and 
out. This was its dewlap. Male cnoles 
use it to attract mates or to scare off 
other male anoles — or even Irish setters! 
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Photos by James H. Robinson 
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Ios C ^ ya dewlap flashing, a male 
anole tries to frighten off 
"MI his enemies. But wait! One 

3 RU ۳9 d | Ay ۱۱ creature likes the show 
e Se * a | po oe Sere | 0 and comes closer. Turn 
jim in (Mu WS. NO ent the page and find out 
Mn ۳۹ ۱ t Rn. i who and why. 
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Rick was delighted as he saw many ۳ 
other friends gathering whom he hadn't 8 
seen for a long time — Davey Deer, Cubby f 
Bear and Pudgy Porcupine. TE 

Down the trail they went running and a 
skipping and playing hide and seek be- 
hind the trees. Their spirits rose even 
higher as they neared their goal — a 
beautiful, sparkling stream and a clear, 
cool pond where Benny Bass and Terry 
Turtle and their friends lived. 

Just before they reached a dark, gloomy 
spot in the trail, Rick stopped, sniffed the 
air and looked around very carefully. All 
the animals knew that many dangers 
lurked in the woods. They must never 
be careless. 

Sure enough, sticking out from behind 
an old oak tree was a big bushy tail. 

Wally Wolf was waiting for his breakfast 
to walk up the trail. 

“Stay very quiet now,” said Rick, “and 
everyone back up around the bend in the 
trail. . . . Come here, Pudgy Porcupine,” 
whispered Rick. “You creep right up close 
behind Wally. He's so busy watching the 
trail, he won't even see you.” 


Rangers: | thought our many thousands of new 

members, who missed the first issue of our 

magazine, might like to hear how my Rangers came 

to be. This is the story of how my friends in Deep 

Green Wood and | siarted to help our environment. 
R.R. 

Adventure #1 

How Rick's Rangers Came to Be 

by J. A. Brownridge 

It was a bright, clear, wonderful 
summer morning as Rick Raccoon came 
to the door of his home. He stretched 
and yawned happily as the sun warmed 
his fur. 

Up on a branch over his head, Zelda 
Possum hung by her tail. Slowly she 
opened one small eye to the many sights 
and sounds of Deep Green Wood as the 
forest awoke. 

Sammy Squirrel chattered from a tree 
across the way, scolding Charlie Chip- 
munk, who had just beaten him to an 
especially fat acorn left over from last 
fall. He didn't really sound angry, though. 
It was such a nice day, everyone had to 
be happy. 

"Hey, Rick," called a voice from down 
the trail, "let's all hike over to Clear Creek 
and have some fun in Shady Pond with 
our old friend Benny Bass." This was Ollie 
Otter, the clown of Deep Green Wood, who 
kept everyone laughing with his frisky 
antics. 
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howled as he sat right on top of Pudgy 
Porcupine. Straight up in the air he went, 
right over the heads of Rick and Ollie. 
Down the trail he sped without even a 
glance at all the tasty little animals 
scattering on all sides. He was soon out 
of sight and gone for the day. 

Rick called his friends together again 
and with much excited chatter about their 
close call, they hurried on their way. 

"There's our pond," Sammy Squirrel 
called from a nearby tree. Rick dashed on 
ahead. As he reached the bank overlook- 
ing the pond, he stopped short and 
exclaimed, "Oh-h-h! Just look at our 
beautiful Clear Creek and Shady Pond.” 

Their beautiful stream was filled with 
bottles and cans. The pool was choked 
with old tires, bedsprings and other trash 
— and there was Benny Bass looking very 
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Rick and Ollie circled around the other 
way and hid behind a big rock across the 
trail from where Wally was waiting. They 
were so close they could even hear the 
wolf breathing. 

Twice the big, gray wolf flicked his tail 
and pricked up his ears, and their hearts 
stood still as they thought Wally had 
spotted them. 

At last Pudgy was in place behind 
Wally with his quills sticking straight up. 
"When I say three," whispered Rick, 
"well both jump straight at Wally and 
shout as loud as we can. That should 

scare him for a second anyway." 

“O-O-O-O-K-K-K,” stuttered Ollie, not 
feeling the least bit like a clown now. 

“One — two — THREE,” said Rick. With 
a blood-curdling shriek they leaped out. 

Back jumped Wally. “Wowie!!” he 
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vines to make good ropes. They were back 
in a flash. Soon everyone was very busy 
swooping and darting in and out braiding 
vines. 

“That's enough, gang," called Rick. "Now 
lets form teams. Charlie, Sammy. Cubby, 
you work on the stream; Terry Turtle, 
Bobby Beaver and Ollie Otter, work in the 
pond: Zelda Possum and Mollie Mole, 
dig a big hole where we can bury the 
rubbish." 

Away they all went lassoing and tying 
ropes onto cans. Then hauling and strain- 
ing. they tugged the rubbish up out of 
the stream, onto the bank and pushed 
it into the hole. 

Rick seemed to be everywhere at once, 
helping to pull, push or dig until the last 
piece was buried and Clear Creek and Shady 
Pond were really clear again. 

A hot and weary crew gathered on the 
bank. "How do you feel now?" Rick called 
to Benny Bass. 

"Oh. wonderful!” exclaimed Benny. 
"Now I can swim and breathe and find 
food again. Soon there will be enough 
food so my brothers and sisters and 
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unhappy and gasping for breath in his 
cluttered home. There was hardly enough 
room to swim, and from the looks of 
Benny's thin sides, not very much to eat. 
Terry Turtle sat by her cave in the creek 
bank, looking sad and discouraged. 
“Benny! Terry!” called Rick, “what in the 
world happened to your beautiful home?” 

“Oh,” gasped Benny, “some litterbugs 
found our spot last year. They enjoyed it 
here, but they were just too lazy to take 
care of it. They kept throwing their trash 
in the stream and pond and along the 
bank until the place was too dirty to use." 

“Oh,” sighed the group gathered around 
Rick, "what a shame! Now we can't swim 
and have fun." 

Rick pointed out that something must 
be done quickly to clean up their play- 
ground and save the life of their friend 
Benny Bass. 

Everyone gathered around Rick. "Tell 
us what to do," they said, "and well go 
right to work." 

"First, let's get vines and make them 
into ropes," said Rick excitedly. The 
animals scattered in search of strong 
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watching his friend Benny swimming 
contentedly. | 

"We ve cleared up this mess," said Rick, 
"but I'm afraid with careless people 
around there'll be lots more problems to 
solve. Let's form our own ranger patrol 
so we can work together to keep our 
Deep Green Wood clean, safe and fun 
lor everyone." 

"That's a great idea,” said Sammy. 
"Well call ourselves 'Rick's Rangers' and 
make our headquarters right here." 

The End 
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cousins can come back home.” 

“Oh, boy.” chuckled Ollie, “now I can 
use my slide into the pond.” He scam- 
pered up to the top of the creek bank and 
with a loud shout of “Bombs away!” slid 
headfirst into the water — SPLASH — 
then silence. 

As the startled animals watched, open- 
mouthed, a trickle of oil rose to the 
surface and spread across the pond. 

Then up popped Ollie. 

When everyone saw that Ollie was all 
right, they laughed and laughed. He had 
‘oil in his hair and a bump on his head. 

“Hooray!” quacked Ruddy Duck. 

"Ollie sank a submarine." 

"It isn't funny," grumbled Ollie, rubbing 
his head. "Bobby, you inspected this job 
and said it was all clear. There's a big, old 
oil can right down here at the bottom of 
my mud slide." 

Into the water again went Terry and 
Bobby and a few minutes later the big 
oil can was out and buried. 

Then with a whoop and a cheer every- 
one was in the water playing and laugh- 
ing. Rick stood proudly on the bank 
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This young European pine marlen: is a good 
Veal ii aye bleak inna ian on al fous. 





